
 Welcome to the October edition of our Paws on Patrol Newsletter.
Within the newsletter you will find useful information from partner
agencies and ways in which you can keep yourselves safe over the
Autumn period and information relating to OPERATION BANG which is
multi agency operation held around the Halloween and Bonfire Night
period to help people stay safe.

The Paws on Patrol scheme now has over 1100 members.
Behind the scenes we are working on a small survey for our members
to collate some feedback on our scheme. We would really appreciate if
you could take the time to complete this when it becomes available. 

WELCOME

O C T O B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 2 1

If you wish to receive this newsletter in Welsh or if you have any
questions please contact us via community.safety@npt.gov.uk



If children or teens are heading
out with friends, ensure they are
within a group, safety in numbers

Some people don't want
uninvited callers, always
check for signs indicating
people don't want to be

disturbed

Many costumes use dark
materials, add some

reflective tape if going out &
keep small children close

when near roads 

If heading out in the dark with
children, pop your phone

number on your child's costume
in case you get separated

Stranger Danger rules still
apply, remind children not to
enter strangers' homes or get

into anyone's car

If accepting sweets
from neighbours,
ensure they are

wrapped and check for
choking hazards

Safer Neath Port Talbot 

Trick or Treating? 
Halloween can be a time for family fun

but remember to STAY SAFE!

Masks can cause trips or falls
when outside in the dark, try

using face paint instead

Always be seen, take a torch,
watch, phone and make sure
children know what time to

be home

Don't zig zag across roads,
stay to one side then

safely cross and visit the
other



A MESSAGE FROM 
SOUTH WALES POLICE 







It is REALLY  important to make sure your dog has a collar with a
tag including up to date contact details as well as being

microchipped at all times. 
 

With the dark nights approaching and people celebrating events like
Halloween and Bonfire Night it is more likely that your pet could

become spooked and run off whilst out on a walk or could escape
from your garden. 

  
Members of the public who find a dog straying should contact        

 NPT Dog Warden Service
 

Phone:  01639 686868, normal and out of hours. 
Online:  https://www.npt.gov.uk/1155. 

via email: dogwardens@npt.gov.uk 
 
 

KEEP YOUR DOG SAFE 

https://www.npt.gov.uk/1155
mailto:dogwardens@npt.gov.uk


A Christmas fire safety message from 

Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service  

Although 2021  Bonfire Night celebrations may
look slightly different again this year the law

remains the same! 

 
                          It is illegal to sell fireworks or sparklers to a person under the

age of 18 years.
 
 
 

                        It is illegal to sell party poppers, serpents and novelty matches
to any person under the age of 16 years.

 
 
 
 

Trading Standards carry out regular checks to ensure traders do not sell age 
restricted products to underage persons. 

 
Shopkeepers who breach the requirements can be prosecuted and if found

guilty can be fined and/ or, face a term of imprisonment. 
 

If you have any information about traders who are supplying age restricted     
products to underage persons or concerns relating to traders of fire works

you  may report it to 
 

 Citizens Advice Consumer Service - 0808 223 1133. 
 
 
 

Remember, stay safe, and only purchase fireworks 
which display a valid CE Mark from an authorised

 firework reseller!
 

 
 



 

After restricted celebrations last year as a result of COVID-19 pandemic,
MAWWFRS recognises that many will want to return to more usual activities
this year. As a result, members of the Fire and Rescue team wish to remind
others of some helpful hints and tips to help keep themselves, their families

and communities safe.
 

The Fire and Rescue Service has developed a full suite of information on their
website, providing further information on staying safe during the Bonfire

Night and Halloween period, along with fun material for children and young
adults.

 
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/your-safety/your-community-and-

events/bonfire-safety/
 

Peter Greenslade, Corporate Head of Prevention and Protection said,
“We want our community to have a safe and enjoyable Halloween and
bonfire night. Please consider the potential safety risks associated with

Halloween, bonfires and fireworks. There is a heightened risk of serious harm
to people and property during these months and we want to ensure that we
do all that we can to help highlight dangers you may face and how you can

reduce those risks through some simple actions.”
 
 Halloween Safety 

Halloween is a special time for children and young people, and with last
year’s restrictions now easing, it will be an opportunity to wear fancy dress

costumes and carve pumpkins, but this celebration presents fire risks.

Karen Jones, Head of Community Safety for Mid and West Wales Fire and
Rescue continues,

“The risks associated with fire are heightened during the Halloween period.
The use of naked flames in pumpkins, along with the use of costumes that are

potentially non-complaint with fire safety regulations, is a recipe for
disaster.Please ensure that any Halloween costumes used have the ‘CE’ mark,

consider using LED candles this year and keep exits clear from Halloween
decorations. Simple actions can drastically improve the chances of having a

safe and happy Halloween”.

https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/your-safety/your-community-and-events/bonfire-safety/


 
.Have you considered the dangers associated
with fire and Halloween costumes? It’s vitally
important that costumes carry the CE mark

on the label.  Even so, like all clothing,
costumes can easily catch fire. Always

supervise children.
 

·Are your candles putting you at risk?
Consider candle alternatives, such as LED
candles that will provide the spooky effect
required whilst also providing additional

benefits such as not being blown out in the
wind.

 
·Can you escape in case of a fire? Keep exits
clear and unobstructed, which is a particular

issue during Halloween where items are
placed around the house and near to exit

points for decoration purposes.
 

 

Bonfire Night Safety

 Bonfire night traditionally has a heavy impact on 
 MAWWFRS and partner agencies. As a result, the Service
 advises everyone to respect their communities, protect

 themselves and others from harm, the environment and
emergency services, and enjoy events by following basic safety

precautions.
 

 
Every year, MAWWFRS witness dangerous bonfires being built. These

bonfires may include items which are toxic and other items which
present a danger to spectators, whether it be risk of explosion or other.

Not only do these bonfires pose a danger to the public, but the
environment can be badly affected by poorly built bonfires and arson
reduction and community safety members will be working with police

and local authority colleagues to ensure that communities are kept safe
 



 

 
Richard Vaughan Williams, Arson Reduction Manager for MAWWFRS has
extensive experience working with partner agencies on bonfire night and

has first had experience of what dangers can be faced.
 

“This bonfire night may feel different to last year when we were in the
height of the pandemic and although we continue to advise against having
your own personal displays, we understand that there may still be fewer
public displays available to attend. There are serious dangers associated

with bonfires, in particular ones that are not professionally organised.
Bonfires should be safe and legal, so we have provided information that will

assist you to help ensure that you, your family, and our communities are
kept safe.” 

 
Police Sergeant Terri Harrison of the Arson Reduction Team added,

 
“Police Officers and PCSOs will be working closely with Mid and West Wales

Fire and Rescue Service to ensure that we can collectively keep our
communities safe this year. Of particular concern is the misuse of fireworks
as well as obtaining, possession and use of professional grade fireworks by

amateur users, which presents a huge risk to our communities and is
against the law. If you do decide to use fireworks, please follow the firework

code as listed on our website and purchase from a reputable retailer – be
safe, be legal.” 

 
 
 
 
 

@mawwfire@mawwfire mawwfire_rescue

You can follow the  Social Media 
channels below for more safety messages from

 the Fire Service.

NO BATTERIES 
The Fire Service would like to remind
people to NOT put batteries in black

bag refuse. Batteries should be
disposed of in the correct way at a

local recycling centre or by using the
battery bags provided by the council. 

 
If bags containing batteries are thrown

on to a fire they could explode.
 



 
This will be a pop up engagement to provide crime prevention

advice relating to Halloween and Bonfire Night to members of the
public. There will be an opportunity to find more information on the

scheme and for new members to sign up.
 

We ask all vistors to adhere to any measures in place at all times
 

All dogs must be kept on a lead when talking to staff
 

Please note this is an outdoor pop up engagement which will take
place weather permitting.

 We are back at one of our favourite locations
Aberavon Beach 

POP UP ENGAGEMENT


