
National Curriculum Skills

Science –  Communicate clearly using relevant science vocabulary.

ESDGC –  The natural environment.

Learning Intention

• To sort creatures according to concepts: appearance, reproduction, diet and habitats.

Activity Outline

Children to read and match statements to creatures.

Children to negotiate/exchange information between groups.

Classify creature appropriately.

To develop own keys for each coloured statement.

Resources

Illustrated creature card

Sets of colour coded statements for each creature – 

Red: reproduction

Blue: appearance

Green: diet

Black: habitat/location

Classification sheet -echinoderm, mollusc, crustacean, fish, bird and mammal

Organising information sheet

1

���������	

�	�

��� 
 ���	��

Classifying 
Animals

www.npt.gov.uk/biodiversity


Lesson Outline

• Split the class into groups of four. 

• Display illustrations of each creature and give one to each group.

• Explain there are four colour coded statements to accompany each picture. 

• Share out all the statements (jumbled up) between the children. Each group to have 
four statements only.

• Each pupil is given one of these statements. 

• The group must try to match the clues to their creature.

• They will need to exchange/negotiate with other groups to find all four clues for their 
creature (marketplace activity).

• Once all four clues have been collected, children use the classification sheet to 
classify their creature.

• Once completed, children reread the statement cards and decide on their own 
headings for each coloured statement (organising information sheet).

Classifying Animals
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L
o

b
ster clu

es
I carry my eggs 

underneath me for 
between 9 and 12 

months.

I am dark blue and 
have ten limbs and a 

hard exoskeleton.

I have two powerful 
pincers to fight and catch 
food such as worms and 

other crustaceans.

I live at the bottom 
of the ocean.

My larvae live in the open 
water before transforming 
into adults and settling on 

the sea floor.

I usually have 5 arms 
and can move in all 

directions

I love to eat mussels, 
oysters and clams.

I live on the sea bed 
or cling to rocks in 

rock pools.
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S
eal clu

es
My pups are born in 

Autumn, I feed them on 
my fat-rich milk so that 

they grow quickly.

I have fur and blubber 
to keep warm and  

strong flippers to swim.

I feed on a variety of 
fish but will also take 
octopus, squid and 

lobster.

I live in the sea, but 
my pups are born on 

the seashore.

I lay two or three 
speckled eggs in nests 
made from vegetation.

I have pale or dull 
coloured feathers.

I eat prey such as 
crabs and small fish, 

or scavenge.

I am usually found on 
the coast or inland. I 
rarely venture far out 

to sea.

S
eag

u
ll clu

es



M
u

ssell clu
es

I have a hinged shell 
which opens for 

feeding.

I have one foot for 
moving.

I filter seawater and 
feed on plankton.

You can find me in 
rockpools at low tide.

I breathe through 
gills.

I have fins.I eat small fish.

I live in the open 
ocean.

M
ackerel clu
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A
ll echinoderm

s live in the ocean.
M

ost echinoderm
s have spiny skin.

They usually have 5 arm
s like a star.

They have no eyes, brains or hearts.

M
o
llu
s
c

M
olluscs have soft bodies and live in a 

shell.
They have one foot for m

oving.
M

ost m
olluscs live in w

ater.

C
r
u
s
t
a
c
e
a
n

A
ll crustaceans have a hard shell like a 

crab.
They have tw

o pairs of antennae.

F
is
h

A
ll fish have gills.

A
ll fish live in w

ater.
A

ll fish have fins.
M

ost fish have scales and a backbone.

B
ir
d
s

A
ll birds are w

arm
 blooded.

Birds have feathers.
A

ll birds lay eggs.

Classification sheet (1 Copy for each group)
M
a
m
m
a
l

M
ost m

am
m

als have hair or fur.
A

ll m
am

m
als have w

arm
 blood.

A
ll m

am
m

als give birth to live young.
M

am
m

als produce m
ilk.



What does the information tell us?

Organising Information - What information do we use to classify a species? (1 copy for each 
group)

What does the information tell us?


